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It is with great pleasure that we welcome the 
players, supporters and committee personnel of our 
nearest neighbours Leamington for our 9th league 
game of the season, and our 4th at home. Leamington 
are currently lying in 7th spot in the league with three 
wins (Old Coventrians, Rugby St Andrews & Evesham) 
and fi ve defeats (Nuneaton Old Eds, Old Laurentian, 
Silhillians, Barkers Butts & Earlsdon). They have scored 
190 points and conceded 174 and have gained four try  
and three losing bonus points. Their last outing was a 
big 43-17 home win over Evesham. The latest statistics 
posted on their web site has Centre Jim Robertson as 
their top point’s scorer with full back Rich McKowen 
and fl anker Gareth Shuttleworth as the top try scorers.  
They continue to be coached by Alex Carroll. A current 
established player for Kenilworth, full back Garrett Bell, 
started the season at Leamington prior to switching to 
us in October and our former player Tom Lane is still a 
regular starter for Leamington. Prop Mark Warrilow is 
another ex Kenilworth player in their ranks. Last season 
Leamington fi nished 8th in this league with Kenilworth 
winning both games, 22-0 at home and 29-22 away. 

The older chaps amongst us will recall that there 
is a trophy on offer for the winners, The Midland Oak 
Cup, and by virtue of our two wins in 2017/18 season 
we are the current holders. It would appear that there 
have been 79 games between us at fi rst XV level with 
Kenilworth winning 41, Leamington 35 and 3 draws.

This game is also a very big landmark for Gareth 
Renowden, an ex Leamington player. Gareth makes 

his 250th fi rst XV appearance for Kenilworth today, a 
remarkable achievement since joining us at the start 
of the 2006/7 season. Yet another milestone today 
is Ed Hannam’s 100th appearance for the club and 
we congratulate both players for their achievements.   

PIRATES LUNCH
Prior to the game today we are hosting our annual 

Pirates Lunch and it is hoped that most of the players 
(with a number of very recognisable faces) who took 
part in last night’s game will be at the lunch. The chosen 
Charity for the Pirates is the British Heart Foundation 
and part of the proceedings from today will be going 
there as well as into the Pirates Foundation.

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
There was a good feeling around the club on the 

Thursday before our big encounter with Kidderminster 
and coach Dave Ellis had worked hard in formulating 
his game plan which the players took onto the fi eld. It 
was clear from the fi rst minute that we were really up 
for it and our 15-0 half-time lead did not really refl ect 
our superiority. In the end our bonus point win took 
us back to the top of the league, one point ahead of 
Kidderminster and Nuneaton Old Eds and seven ahead 
of Earlsdon and Old Laurentian. At the foot it is Rugby 
St Andrews and Old Coventrians (both promoted last 
year) and Southam, all beginning to become detached.

LADIES
What a difference a month makes and our Ladies 

have won three of the four games recently played with 

Welcome to Leamington

Winning squad at Kidderminster
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weather. Being potentially only three games away from 
a fi nal at Twickenham I do hope we begin to take this 
competition seriously - I may even wear my kilt there!

Our fi rst round Warwickshire Shield game with Old 
Laurentian has now been arranged for Wednesday 19th 
Dec. Should we be successful then the next round is 
down for 20th Jan but this (and subsequent rounds) will 
need to be changed due to (hopefully) our continued 
Intermediate Cup involvement. The semi fi nal is down 

for 24th Feb with the 
fi nal on 16th March.

In the Second XV 
Shield we are now in 
the last four along with 
Spartans, Leamington 
and Silhillians with 
the draw being made 
early in the New year. 
The semi fi nal is to be 
played on 27th Jan 
with the fi nal down for 
3rd March.

SEASON STATS TO DATE
Team Top kicker Top try scorer Total points stats

1st XV Josh Emery (20c, 4p): 52 (65%)  Mikkel Andresen (8) Josh Emery, 62 p10, w9, l1

COLTS Geraint Green (4c): 8 Ryka Sekhavati, (5) Geraint Green, 28  p7, w5, l2 

2nd XV Henry Horbill (8c): 16 Neil Sutherland Neil Sutherland, 39  
   Cory Joy (5)  p5, w4, l1

LADIES Becki Lewis (14c): 28 Sophie Henry (8) Sophie Henry, 40 p8, w3, l5
Weekly stats are posted on the notice board with monthly stats on the web site.

MIDLANDS 2 West (South)
Team  P      W      D      L     PF     PA Pts 
Kenilworth                       8      7      0      1    279    119        35
Kidderminster                    8      7      0      1    252    143     34
Nuneaton Old Edwardians          8      7      0      1    221    146    34
Earlsdon                         8      6      0      2    178    120       28
Old Laurentians                  8      6      0      2    221    165         28
Barkers Butts                    8      4      0      4    194    196    19
Leamington                       8      3      0      5    190    174       19
Silhillians                      8      2      0      6    201    192         15
Evesham                          8      3      0      5    101   210        13
Southam                          8      1      0      7    125    208          9
Old Coventrians                  8      1      0      7    142    264          6
Rugby St Andrews                 8      1      0      7    154    321           6

THIS WEEKS OTHER FIXTURES
Barkers Butts - Old Laurentians
Earlsdon - Old Coventrians
Evesham - Nuneaton Old Eds
Silhillians - Rugby St Andrews
Southam - Kidderminster

victories over Old Leamingtonians and Wymondham 
Wasps in the league and Crewe & Nantwich in the cup. 
Their one defeat came in the league at second placed 
Birmingham Moseley. The two league wins in the fi rst 
half of the season sees them sit in 6th spot (of 8) in their 
league, seven points ahead of Wymondham Wasps and 
eleven ahead of bottom club Old Leamingtonians. The 
reward for their cup win over Crewe & Nantwich is a 
home game on the 16th Dec against Bletchley who play 
in the same league. They are currently in third spot with 
fi ve wins and in the season’s opening league game they 
defeated us 17-24 in a close game.

RFU INTERMEDIATE CUP: 
WARWICKSHIRE SHIELDS

We are now in the last four of the Midlands 
Division of the RFU Intermediate Cup and will play 
one of Kidderminster, Olney or Old Laurentian for a 
place in the Divisional Final on the 19th January. The 
Midlands Final will then take place on 16th March with 
the winners taking on the North Division winners on 
the 20th April for a place at Twickenham. There are 
reserve weekends of 9th & 23rd Feb in case of adverse 

GARETH RENOWDEN
Today, scrum half Gareth 

Renowden plays his 250th 
1st XV game for Kenilworth 
and it is quite fi tting that is 
against Leamington, one of 
his former clubs. In his 249 
1st XV games to date, Gareth 
has scored 127 tries (his 
100th try came at Crewe & 
Nantwich in February 2017) 

and today marks a big milestone for both Gareth and 
the club. 

Gareth started playing rugby in the minis section at 
Old Leamingtonians where his father was Chairman. He 
then moved to Leamington to play junior rugby, playing 
up to Colts level before returning to Old Leamingtonians 
to play 1st XV rugby. He was there for two seasons 
before returning to Leamington to be reunited with his 
former Colts. This Leamington team won the Midlands 
3 West South (level 7) league in 2001/02 and Gareth 
was voted Player of the Year for the 2003/04 and 
2005/06 seasons. He also represented Warwickshire 
in the County Championships of 2004/05 & 2005/06.

Gareth’s Kenilworth story began when he joined the 
club for the 2006/07 season. He was very instrumental 
in our subsequent Midlands 2 West championship win 
(level 6), contributing 19 tries in 27 appearances as we 
secured our return to level 5. Since then Gareth has 
been very involved in the Kenilworth 1st XV, a side that 

played at level 5 until the end of the 2010/11 season 
before suffering consecutive relegations back to level 
7. He then played a considerable role in the rebuilding 
of the 1st XV, helping to transform a very young side 
into Midlands 2 West South league winners in 2012/13. 

During his time at Kenilworth, Gareth has also 
contributed to the 2nd XV, 3rd XV and Pirates sides 
where he has scored a further sixteen tries and one 
solitary conversion! In addition, he has been named 
Kenilworth’s Player of the Season (in its various 
formats) on a number of occasions.

Gareth, the club thanks you for your contribution, 
consistency and dedication over the past 12 years 
and we hope you continue to be a part of us for a long 
time to come.

NEXT FEW WEEKS
Next week (8th) we have another tough top of the 

table away fi xture at Nuneaton Old Eds who this season 
are being coached by the injured Wasps players Jimmy 
Gopperth and Craig Hampson. They are currently lying 
third in the league with only one defeat, at home to 
Old Laurentian. They continue to play at Weddington 
Road, Nuneaton, CV10 0AL. We then return home on 
the 15th Dec for the fi nal game of the fi rst half of the 
season against Old Coventrians. This is the day of our 
Christmas Lunch. 

Gareth Renowden, 
1996

Gareth Renowden, 
2018

Gareth Renowden, 2008

Neil Sutherland, 
v Southam 2’s
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Leamington
LAST EIGHT LEAGUE GAMES: LWLWLLLW
Royal Blue with Scarlet and Gold trim

1....................................... Danny Phillips

2........................................Nick Maxwell

3............................................Dan Barber

4............................................ John Brear

5.......................................... Simon Harry

6..............................................Luca Illing

7.............................Gareth Shuttleworth

8........................................... Craig Smith

9..................................Patrick Northover

10....................................Rich McKowen

11........................................ Kenny Kwok

12..................................... Mark Baldwin

13...........................................Toby Bruce

14......................................... Tom Daplyn

15........................................... Sam Nunn

16.................................Matt Humphreys

17.......................................... John Brear

18........................................... Tom Jewit

Kenilworth
LAST EIGHT LEAGUE GAMES: WWWWLWWW

Red with Black Flashes

1.......................................... Dan Roberts

2............................................Harry Abell

3.................................... David Bromfi eld

4........................................Tom Naismith

5................................................Josh Fox

6........................................ Sam Harrison

7...................................Mikkel Andresen

8..............................Bobby Thompson (c)

9.................................Gareth Renowden

10...........................................Alex Selby

11......................................... Josh Emery

12...................................Charlie Stevens

13..........................................Ed Hannam

14....................................... Ollie Burman

15......................................... Garrett Bell

16..................................... Rhidian Booth

17....................... Tondhi Mpambawashe

18....................................... Josh O’Brien

Player Sponsors
Player Sponsor

Edward Hannam Rapport Design 

Bobby Thompson  Hannam’s Removals 

Matthew Gibson FitnessWorx 

Alex Selby EHB Residential td 

Adam Turner  The Bright Media Agency

Edward Hunter Bear Cleaning Services 

Mikkel Andresen Eden Electrical Services

Rhys Jones Smith Jones Solicitors

Sam Went OCD (Outside Cleaning Direct) 

Marcus Andrew Harris Lamb 

Ollie Burman Groundwater Dynamics 

Will Johnson Kenilworth RFC

Today’s referee: 
Jeremy Nesbitt

Warwickshire Society

Player Sponsor

Nick Gerber Mrs Helen Shaw 

Gareth Renowden Mr Adam Turner

Harry Abell  Harrison Beale & Owen

Jonny Openshaw Drohan Builders Ltd 

Dan Roberts A.P Tree Surgeons 

Charlie Stevens Long Compton Abbatoir Ltd 

Jai Purewal  Frederick Cooper Ltd

Rob Thomason Kenilworth M&J U14s

Ross Lowthian  Lowthian Builders Ltd

Dan Careless  Prostate Cancer UK

The Teams for 1st December 2018
Today’s sponsors are Pirates Foundation

To request a quote, arrange a meeting 
or to visit our facilities, please get in touch: 

E: enquiries@emmersonpress.co.uk
T: 01926 854400

www.emmersonpress.co.uk

High quality print
Fast turnaround times
Friendly & professional

service
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We had no home fi rst XV 
games in November until the 
draw paired us with Market 
Rasen & Louth in the Int Cup, 
then they pulled out!

Two big milestones today 
with Gaz and Ed. I have been 
burning the midnight oil and 
we will have a few more 
milestones to celebrate soon!

Another big game at 
Nuneaton Old Eds next 
Saturday against a team 
re-vitalised by two injured 
Wasps players. Dave will 
have a plan!

The date in December of 
our fi rst round Warwickshire 
Shield game at Old 
Laurentian, under their lights. 
We always get drawn away 
there!

Well done to our Second XV 
with their win over Southam 
in the Warwickshire 2nd 
XV Shield: They may meet 
Leamington in the semis! 

Our Ladies 38-12 bonus point 
win over Old Leamingtonians 
was truly superb and made a 
lot of people very, very happy. 

TONIGHT’S LOTTERY NUMBERS

1

2

8

19

23

38

WHAT’S ON AT KRFC
1st Dec  v Leamington, 2.15pm
 PIRATES LUNCH

3rd Dec Jazz Club

8th Dec 2nd Xv v Nuneaton Old Eds, 2.15pm

14th Dec 200 Club Draw

15th Dec v Old Coventrians, 2.15pm
 Christmas Lunch

16th Dec Ladies v Bletchley, Int Cup, 2.00pm

19th Dec 1st XV v Old Laurentian, 
 away, 7.00pm

24th Dec Christmas Eve at KRFC, 6.00pm+

26th Dec Boxing Day at KRFC, 1.00pm+

We have both BT Sport and Sky Sports so all 
rugby that is available will be shown.  

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

KENILWORTH RFC 1ST FIXTURES 
2018/2019

Date Opposition For Agst. Pos.

08 09 18  Old Laurentian (a) 34 16 3rd 
15 09 18 Rugby St Andrews (h) 62 22 1st
22 09 18   
29 09 18 Silhillians (a) 24 14 1st
06 10 18 Barkers Butts (h) 59 21 1st
13 10 18 Wolverhampton (h) 24 22 Int Cup
20 10 19 Earlsdon (a) 18 19 3rd
27 10 18 Evesham (h) 21 7 2nd
03 11 18 Southam (a) 36 6 2nd
10 11 18 Stafford 39 7 Int Cup 
17 11 18 Kidderminster (a) 27 14 1st
24 11 18 Market R. & Louth (h) HWO  Int Cup
01 12 18 Leamington (h)  
08 12 18 Nuneaton Old Eds (a)  
15 12 18 Old Coventrians (h) War Shield
22 12 18   
05 01 19 Rugby St Andrews (a)  
12 01 19 Silhillians (h)  
19 01 19 Int Cup Round - Mids semi  
26 01 19 Barkers Butts (a)  
02 02 19 Earlsdon (h)  
09 02 19 Int Cup, reserve date  
16 02 19 Evesham (a)  
23 02 19 Int Cup, reserve date  
02 03 19 Southam (h)  
09 03 19 Kidderminster (h)   
16 03 19 Int Cup, Midlands Final  
23 03 19 Leamington (a)  
30 03 19 Nuneaton Old Eds (h)  
06 04 19 Old Coventrians (a)  
13 04 19 Old Laurentian (h)  
20 04 19 Int Cup, semi-fi nal v North  
27 04 19 League play-off  
04 05 19 Int Cup Final
Played: 10, Won:  9, Lost: 1, Drawn: 0, 
Pts for: 342, Pts agst: 148 

ED HANNAM
Another milestone 

today is Ed Hannam’s 
100th game for the 1st 
XV. Ed has come through 
our M&Js system and 
played for our Colts in 
the 2011/12 & 2012/13 
seasons alongside Alex 
Selby, Will Owen, Rob 
Bennett and Harry O’Brien. 

He was the Colts’ top try scorer in 2012/13 with 21 
tries, giving him a total of 27 in his two seasons while 
mainly playing in the back row. 

He was registered for our 1st XV in March 2013 
and was soon converted to a centre by Rich Gibson. 
Since then he has played 99 games, scoring 37 tries, 
not forgetting his two conversions and one penalty! 
Ed is a prime example of the quality of our M&Js 
system with 14 of our current 1st XV squad having 
come through from the section. When you look at the 
results our current Colts and U16s sides are having, 
that success looks set to continue!

LAST FEW WEEKS
Since the last programme (at the end of October) 

we (fi rst XV) have defeated Evesham, Southam and 
Kidderminster in the league and Stafford in the 
Intermediate Cup. We then had a home walkover in 
the Int Cup when Market Rasen & Louth pulled out of 
our home 1/4r fi nal tie.

The best performance of the season to date 
undoubtedly came at Kidderrminster when coach Dave 
Ellis masterminded a superb performance for a bonus 
point win to take us to the top of the table. Dave said 
“I came up with a plan, presented it to the players 
and they all took it on board” - so much so that the 
Kidderminster Coach apparently told his players at 
half-time that he did not have an answer to us!

The following day our Second XV defeated 
Southam 23-19 in a dour encounter on a windy outside 
pitch to reach the semi fi nal of the Warwickshire 2nd XV 
Shield, their previous game having been a truly superb 
61-12 win in this competition at Old Coventrians. In the 
same period our Colts have defeated Newbold and 
Broadstreet to lie 6th in their league.

Ed Hannam, 2012

Ed Hannam, 2017

Garrett Bell in action v Kidderminster
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Peacock’s Corner

Action at Stratford

SO WHAT NEXT? Ireland to win the Rugby 
World Cup. 

The standout match during the Autumn series was 
not the lethargic, dull and talentless match between 
Wales and Australia; but the dynamic, seat of your 
green pants, nail-biter in Dublin between Ireland and 
New Zealand. 

Ireland made it a fi rst win over the All Blacks 
because their defence was just simply outstanding. 
From the fi rst minute, they did not buckle under an 
intense onslaught from the Kiwi’s. And throughout the 
match they made the right decisions, at the right time, 
and kept ahead when it counted. 

The attacking intent was part of their defence. 
Keep the All Blacks wary, tie them in at the fringes and 
don’t let them spread out and create new running lines. 

Safe hands were the key to the Irish try. For a fat 
boy, Ireland’s Islander Bundee Aki, swiftly moved the 
ball to allow Jacob Stockdale to expose a fl atfooted All 
Black cover and rush through the gap and touch down.

In a brutal encounter, yet again, a back row led 
by O’Mahony snuffed out every opportunity the New 
Zealanders tried to create. Admittedly, New Zealand 
were missing some key forwards, but there is no 
such thing as a weak All Blacks side. There was no 
quarter given. 

Joe Schmidt has been the architect of the Irish 
success. He has patiently built a ball handling team that 
loves the ball so much they don’t let their opponent to 
play with it that often. But New Zealand have not been 
try-less since the second Lions Test in Wellington last 
year. And who bolted the door shut on that occasion? 
Andy Farrell and his defensive blanket.

It is no wonder that Ireland have decided to pass 
the mantle of leadership to Andy Farrell when Schmidt 
steps down next year. With Ireland set to step out as 
co-favourites with New Zealand in next year’s Rugby 
World Cup, are the other are sides just following? 

Sadly Scotland and Australia are struggling to 
regain their zest of the last 12 months. Our Scottish 
cousins made some fundamental blunders last month 
and need to think carefully about game management. 

But Australia, despite a sumptuous running line 
from Israel Folau against England, need to make sure 
their star players keep off the grog and stop partying in 

their hotel rooms. More importantly, they’ve lost their 
way and Coach Cheika must work some magic again. 
In 2014 Australia were hopeless but they then became 
beaten fi nalists in 2015. 

In France Monsieur Brunel will be wondering 
where he takes his French side after Fiji recorded a 
21-14 win. Most of the Fijian side plays in France, 
so it was clearly an opportunity to have a punch-up 
with their teammates and gain bragging rights in the 
changing rooms of the Top 14. 

Fiji ran Ireland close last year and have 
embarrassed both England and Wales in the past. 
Wales and Australia, who share their Group in Japan 
next year, need to tread carefully and be aware of a 
potential banana skin. 

South Africa offered so much but just seemed to 
fi zzle away. They were shorn of key players from the 
Tri-Nations, and with a growing injury list hindering 
their performances, they were off the pace. If the Farrell 
shoulder tackle had gone their way it may have been 
a different tour. 

Our Celtic cousins across the Severn Bridge are 
progressing quietly. Despite the dire Australia game, 
beating the southern hemisphere sides will bolster 
their confi dence and strengthen their resolve. Lacking 
Warburton has unleashed even more fl ankers onto the 
international stage. 

England’s report reads well with three wins and 
a narrow loss to the Rugby World Champions; 10 tries 
scored but six tries conceded. Given the injury list, 
they have put in some excellent shifts and will have 
repaired some of the damage infl icted during the fi rst 
half of 2018. At times they have looked sluggish, they 
kick too much and some decision making is suspect. 

Should England learn from their success and play 
at pace and with ball in hand, they will prove very 
diffi cult to beat in 2019. Placing Hartley on the bench 
against Australia has signalled a change of leadership 
and an intent to be more mobile. When the Vunipolas 
return fi t and fi ring, and Coach Jones settles on a centre 
partnership, then they will be a tough team to unlock. 

So what next? The Six Nations has got the makings 
of a highly competitive tournament, and it makes 
England’s opening fi xture against the favourites Ireland, 
in Dublin, a potential humdinger.


